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Library Board reaches consensus on reduced project cost 

The LaGrange County Public Library Board, on Wednesday evening, agreed to reduce the project costs for the long anticipated library project in downtown LaGrange.  Architects for the project previously stated the project would cost $10.7M.   Board members, however, rejected that price tag, capping the project at a maximum of $9.5M and tasking the architectural committee to find ways to reduce the cost even more.  Lowering the cost of the project was also the subject of a lengthy February 10 meeting of citizens, board members, architectural committee members, design team members, and financial consultants at the LaGrange Public Library.

Todd Samuelson of H.J. Umbaugh & Associates, certified public accounting advisor to local governments, provided an analysis that demonstrates the net effect of the proposed bond on local property owners.  Samuelson’s analysis shows that a $10.7M bond would cause an increase in homestead property taxes of $1.25 per month for the owner of a homestead assessed at $99,800.00. A $9.5M bond, however, would increase taxes approximately $1.10 per month for the owner of a homestead assessed at $99,800.00.  

The Library Board also recommended that the Architectural Committee present the project at public meetings to provide citizens of LaGrange County an opportunity to ask questions and learn more about the project.  These public meetings will occur as follows:

Tuesday, March 3 @ 6:30p.m. at the Westview Administration Building in the board room

Wednesday, March 4 @ 6:30p.m. at the Prairie Heights Administration Building in the board room

Thursday, March 5 @ 6:30p.m. at the Lakeland Middle School in the cafeteria

As proposed, the project improves the original 1917 Carnegie Library in downtown LaGrange while keeping the original Carnegie and former Town Hall buildings intact.  The project provides for complete handicap accessibility, and expands areas for Children’s Services, Young Adult services, Adult services, and Periodicals.  In addition, the project will provide for more books in circulation, more computers, community meeting rooms, an area for local genealogy research, and a new structure for Bookmobile services.   

The LaGrange County Public Library system expects the new 6,000 square foot Topeka Branch Library to be complete later this month.  The new Topeka branch, which cost approximately $1M, includes 1,800sf of public meeting space for 100+ people.  

